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Abstract

Araathu's novel 'Mandahasini' is a postmodern feminist work structured around the
lives of three dancers—Mandahasini, Sirisha, and Honika—who lived across different
geographical and temporal spaces from historical times to the modern era. This article
describes the oppressions, sexual exploitation, internal struggles, and their rebellious voice
against them faced by these women as dancers in a male-centered social system. This
perspective analyzes how the elements of traditional historical novels are deconstructed and
satirized in the novel, and how the Shiva-Parvati mythology is linked with contemporary
women's suffering. Finally, this article defines the social existence of women as a whole,
which languish at the intermediate point between Sirisha's world of poverty and oppression
and Honika's world of absolute freedom.
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